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character, his work and feadurancef his acceptance by
" the heart and the mind*of the people are a stronger
argument than all the reasonings in his speeches,
powerful as these are, for Swaraj Self-government,
Home Rule, by whatever name we may call the sole
possible present aim of our effort, the freedom of the
life of India, its self-determination by die people of
India, Arguments and speeches do not win liberty
for a nation; but where there is a will in the nation to
be free and a rnan to embody that will in every action
of his life and to devote his days to its realisation in
the face of every difficulty and every suffering, and
where the will of the nation has once said, "This man
and his life mean what I have in my heart and in my
purpose," that is a sure signpost of the future which
no one has any excuse for mistaking.
That indomitable will and that unwavering devotion]
have been the whole meaning of Mr. Tilak*s life; they!
are the reason of his immense hold on the people.
For he does not owe his pre-eminent position to any of
the causes which have usually made for political lead-
ing in India, wealth and great social position, pro-
fessional success, recognition by Government^ a power
of fervid oratory or of fluent and taking speech; for he
had none of these things to help him. He owes it to
himself alone and to the thing his life has meant and
because he has meant it with his whole mind and his
whole soul. He has kept back nothing for himself or